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Introduc  on 
At Mission Grove Church, our vision is to help every man, woman, and child experience Jesus. We believe 
the best way to experience Jesus is to follow Him and help others follow Him.   

This devo  onal was wri  en as a simple tool to aid in your personal walk with God. It’s a guide. It cannot 
make a disciple, but it can help you make one through sharing next steps. 

Discipleship is not supposed to be complicated. Diffi  cult some  mes, complicated never. Two thousand 
years ago, it was so simple that a carpenter explained it to uneducated fi shermen in one sentence 
(Ma  hew 4:19). The fi shermen understood it, acted on it, and they changed the world. If modern 
discipleship is confusing or complicated, it is because we have strayed from the biblical pa  ern that Jesus 
modeled for us. 

Ma  hew 4:19 
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fi shers of men.” 

For Jesus, making disciples was and is His top priority. He fed the hungry, and healed the sick, but He 
always gave the twelve disciples His prime  me. His fi nal word to them before he ascended into heaven 
was a commission not just to be disciples, but to make disciples, just as He did. 

Before we take a deeper look into how to be a disciple and how to make disciples, I want to share 3 key 
principles with you: 

1. Discipleship is a direc  on, not a des  na  on. Following Jesus is a life-long process that 
involves walking toward Jesus in a way that helps you become more like Jesus. It involves all 
that you are so that you can become all that you’re meant to be. You’re going to have ups and 
downs. Keep going and keep growing. 

2. Discipleship is about rela  onship, not rules. At the end of the day, the best part of following 
Jesus is… Jesus! God wants to you to know Him on a personal level. Following Jesus is not a 
checklist to follow, but a journey to enjoy. 

3. Discipleship starts with a new iden  ty. As a follower of Jesus, you are called a “new crea  on.” 
This means that you live from your iden  ty, and not for your iden  ty. Salva  on is received, not 
achieved, which means that we live in response to God’s love for us.  

It is my prayer that as you walk through this study with a friend, you will grow in your faith, your life will be 
transformed, and you will be compelled to help others do the same.  

Colossians 2:6-7 
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

God bless, 

Jon Kragel 
Lead Pastor 
Mission Grove Church 
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What Is the Gospel? 
The word ‘gospel’ literally means “good news.” When we say the “Gospel of Jesus Christ” we are talking 
about the Good News of Jesus Christ. The fi rst four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels 
because they are four accounts and descrip  ons of the Good News of Jesus.

Using John 3:16, you can share your faith and explain the Gospel with 
one verse and eight words.

John 3:16 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

1. GOD LOVES
God loves you. He created the world and He created you on purpose 
and with a purpose. Your life has value and meaning, and God wants to 
be with you forever. However, there is a problem. We all have sinned, 
which separates us from God.

2. GOD GAVE 
But God loves you so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the 
cross as payment for your sins. Through dying on a cross, He exchanged 
His righteousness for our sin. He took our curse and gave us His 
blessings.

3. WE BELIEVE 
We believe that Jesus is both Lord and Savior. Jesus is Lord because He 
is God. He was the only one qualifi ed to die in our place. We believe 
He is Savior because through dying on the cross and rising again, He 
covered our sins and conquered death. It is only through trus  ng in 
Jesus can we be saved and go to Heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (John 14:6) 

4. WE LIVE 
Through belief in Jesus, we receive forgiveness of our sins, eternal life in 
heaven, and purpose and power here on earth. 

Here are addi  onal verses to help you understand our need for 
salva  on and how we are saved. 

Romans 3:23 

Romans 5:8 

Romans 6:23 

Romans 10:9-10 
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Personal Applica  on 
We receive salva  on when we stop trus  ng in ourselves and put our 
trust in what Christ did for us. Our salva  on is a result of God’s grace. It 
is based on what Jesus did for us on the cross. It has nothing to do with 
what we do for Him. We cannot save ourselves or earn God’s approval 
through the good works we do. We are saved by God’s grace when we 
realize our need for a Savior, turn from sin, and receive Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior, pu   ng our trust in Him alone for salva  on.  

Have you stopped trus  ng in yourself and started trus  ng 
in Christ alone for salva  on? 
Have you turned away from all known sin? 
Have you confessed Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life? 
Are you willing to follow and obey Him for the rest of your 
life? 

Prayer for Salva  on 

If you have sincerely prayed that prayer, the Bible promises that old has 
passed away and the new has come. You are called a “new crea  on.” 
And now begins your journey of following Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea  on. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. 
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What Is a Disciple? 
Simply put, a disciple is a follower of Jesus. Two thousand years ago, Jesus explained the basics of discipleship in one 
sentence. When Jesus calls someone to be a disciple, He makes a threefold call: 

Ma  hew 4:19 

1. A Disciple FOLLOWS Jesus. 
The star  ng point of being a disciple is the decision to follow Jesus. 
This involves a rela  onship with God. The original disciples were able 
to physically follow Jesus as He ministered around Galilee. Today, we 
follow Jesus through emula  ng the pa  ern of living that He modeled 
for us. 

2. A Disciple FISHES for people. 
Fishing for people might sound funny, but here is what it means. 
It’s a metaphor for spreading God’s message with people who don’t 
know Him yet. Jesus took people who were fi shermen by trade and 
challenged them to instead “fi sh for people.” This involves rela  onship 
with lost people. I use the term “lost” because Jesus used that term in 
three stories found in Luke 15.  

Following Jesus does not mean we cut off  all contact with non-
Chris  ans. Rather, we should con  nue our rela  onships so that Christ’s 
love can fl ow through us to others. In some of His last words on earth, 
Jesus commissioned His disciples to go and make disciples (that’s called 
the Great Commission and can be found in Ma  hew 28:19-20).  

Ma  hew 28:19-20 

The Bible verse above is wri  en by Ma  hew, a tax-collector turned 
follower of Jesus. This unlikely disciple responded to his call to follow 
Jesus by throwing a party at his house so all his old and new friends 
could meet Jesus. 

Ma  hew 9:9-13 
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3. A Disciple FELLOWSHIPS with other believers. 
The idea of fellowship means to live connected in community. When 
Jesus called Ma  hew to follow Him, Ma  hew had to follow along with 
Peter and John. He was not given the op  on of following Jesus alone. 
Discipleship is and always has been a team sport. Their faith was lived in 
community with other followers. Real fellowship is inten  onal, Christ-
centered rela  onships.  

Acts 2:42 

1 John 1:7 

In the fi nal meal Jesus had with His disciples before He would go to 
the cross, He did something crazy... He washed their feet, which was a 
task reserved for the lowest of servants (John 13:1-20). He did this to 
demonstrate His love for them, later sharing the following thought: 

John 13:34-35 

Jesus shared what’s now known as the Great Commandment in that 
moment, sta  ng that it’s our love for other believers that will make the 
world take no  ce of our faith.  

In summary, Jesus shows us that being a disciple is all about 
rela  onship: 

Rela  onship with God  Following Jesus  

Rela  onship with unbelievers  Fishing for lost people  

Rela  onship with believers  Fellowshipping with believers
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What Is the Church? (part I) 
The followers of Jesus are o  en collec  vely known as “The Church.” Chris  anity is a team sport meaning we need one 
another to grow in our faith. Today, there are many denomina  ons and local expressions of the church, but for our 
discussion at the moment, we will focus on church in the general sense. In the Bible, the gathering of Christ-followers 
is described as the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18), the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:29-32), and the living building of 
Christ (1 Peter 2:5). As a body, every member has important part to play. As a bride, we are called to commit fully to 
God alone. As a building, God uses people to build others up. We are be  er together. We are stronger together.  

To help you understand the prac  cal workings of a church, picture holding out your hand, coun  ng your fi ve fi ngers, 
and consider this defi ni  on: 

Church is a movement on a message with a mission, modeled by Jesus and mo  vated by love.  
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1. The Church is a MOVEMENT. 
The church is a movement because it started when people received the 
power of the Holy Spirit and started preaching of the resurrec  on of 
Jesus. 

Acts 1:8 

2. The Church has a MESSAGE. 
When Jesus died on a cross, the disciples went and hid. Their leader 
had just been killed and they thought they were next. However, when 
Jesus rose again, they learned that their sins were forgiven, grace 
was received, and hope was available for all people. With no budget, 
buildings, or poli  cal power, this group of ordinary men launched the 
largest movement in world history, Chris  anity, with the message of the 
Gospel. 

John 3:16 

3. The Church has a MISSION. 
In what’s known as the Great Commission, Jesus gave His followers a 
mission that has lasted for the past two thousand years and will last 
un  l He returns. This mission off ers life, hope, freedom, and forgiveness 
to all who take part. We are called to go and make disciples. 

Ma  hew 28:18-20 
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What Is the Church? (part II) 
Picture a fi re of burning coals. If you remove one, which goes cold fi rst, the individual piece or the group? The single 
coal will always burn out before the group. However, if the once coal is placed back in the fi re, it has the ability to 
reignite with the group. You NEED the church. Also, the church NEEDS you. In Romans 12:3-8, the church is described 
as a body. As a body has many parts that serve diff erent func  ons, so too, is the church fi lled with diff erent kinds of 
people who have diff erent gi  s. How can we learn to func  on together? We can follow the model of Jesus and be 
mo  vated by love.  

Church is a movement on a message with a mission, modeled by Jesus and mo  vated by love.  

4. The Church has a MODEL in Jesus. 
Eternity doesn’t start the moment you die, but the moment you 
receive Jesus. Heaven is wai  ng for your future, but you also have 
the opportunity to experience God’s promises here and now. Jesus 
promised his disciples that they would do “greater things” than He 
through receiving the Holy Spirit. 

John 10:10 

John 14:6a (emphasis added) 

John 14:12 

How is it possible for us to live like Jesus? We should walk like Jesus 
walked, and live like Jesus lived. We should emulate the pa  ern of living 
that Jesus modeled for us. 

1 John 2:6 

1 John 1:7 

Ephesians 5:1-2 

Philippians 2:5 



Page 10 | Discipleship Guide Week 1

5. The Church has a Mo  ve in love. 
In what’s called the Great Commandment, Jesus tells His followers to 
love Him with all their being, and to love others the way Jesus loved us. 

Mark 12:30-31 

John 13:34-35 

I hope you’ve enjoyed this fi rst week of studying what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus together. We discussed how discipleship is about 
direc  on, not a des  na  on. Discipleship is about rela  onship, not 
rules. And discipleship starts with a new iden  ty. Next, we shared 
what it means to receive the Gospel, or the “good news” of Jesus. 
Third, we shared the fundamentals of being a disciple: following Jesus, 
fi shing for people, and having fellowship with believers. Finally, we 
shared a prac  cal defi ni  on of the church, learning that the church is a 
movement with message on a mission, modeled by Jesus, and mo  vated 
by love.  

What have you learned this week? 
What are the defi ni  ons of Gospel, Disciple, and Church? 
Share and explain those defi ni  ons with someone this week. 

Next week, we’re going to build off  these founda  ons and share your 
discipleship pathway, explaining how you can look to Jesus, live like 
Jesus, love like Jesus, and lead like Jesus. God bless!
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